435.    WELL DOME
Deshbandhu's latest score against Lord Lytton is a brilliant
stroke.   His ailing condition and his being carried to the Council
Hall on a stretcher adds a dramatic touch to the great victory. His
mere presence in an ailing condition constituted a speech far more
effective than any spoken word.   If Lord Lytton has sufficient
imagination and enough of the sportsman in him,, he should after
all these repulses withdraw the ordinance., release the prisoners and
throw the responsibility on those who voted with the Deshbandhu
of dealing with the conspiracy for murder which His Excellency
believes exists in Bengal.   He must not complain of the conduct
of the majority in the Bengal Council because they have voted
against him. The essence of popular legislatures is that the Govern-
ment that is responsible to them must depend for its existence
upon their reasoned support.   They may be obstinate, stupid or
suspicious on occasions. The Government has then to wait patiently
for their conversion and be prepared to run risks of misgovernment
or even wtorse.   Why should a popular assembly be expected to be
free from the limitations of an autocrat?   Lord Lytton does not
claim for his measure capacity for securing absolute immunity from
political crime.   But I very much fear that all the cogent argu-
ment that is being advanced by Indian publicists,, although it is
almost unanimous in its condemnation of Lord Ly tton's policy, will
be lost upon a Government which has become habituated to treat
public  opinion   with contempt.   Hence it is  that I say to the
public men of India that if they will add force to their argument,
they must ply the charkha-   It is the only creative energy that is
readily available to the nation.   The discipline that Deshbandhu
Das has brought about in the Bengal Council will act with telling
effect as soon as but no soo er than the charfcha has obtained a
footing in every home and boycott of foreign cloth has thereby
become an accomplished fact   Oh, for one concrete act to the
credit of the nation as a. whole!
Toung India, 15-1-1925